
•
25. (New) A method of claim 24 wherein said GABA agonist is pregabalin

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof.

26. ^ (New) A method of claim 24 wherein said GABA agonist is gabapentin
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof.

27S (New) A method of claim 22'wherein said aldose reductase inhibitor is

fidarestat, epalrestat, minalrestat, SPR-210, zenarestat, zopolrestat or a
pharmaceutically acceptable salt of said aldose reductase inhibitor.

28. • (New) A method of claim 22'wherein said diabetic complication is

diabetic neuropathy, diabetic nephropathy, diabetic retinopathy, diabetic

cardiomyopathy, diabetic microangiopathy, diabetic macroangiopathy, cataracts or foot

ulcers. ^
29. (New) A method of treating a diabetic complication in a mammal

comprising administering to said mammal in need of such treatment a pharmaceutical
composition comprising

(a) an amount of a first compound, said first compound being a
GABA agonist or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt of said GABA agonist; and

(b) an amount of a second compound, said second compound being

an aldose reductase inhibitor or a pharmaceutical acceptable salt of said ARI.

30. (New) A method of claim 29
<

Wherein said pharmaceutical composition
additionally comprises a pharmaceutically acceptable vehicle, carrier or diluent.

31 .

v
(New) A method of claim 29\vherein said diabetic complication is

diabetic neuropathy, diabetic nephropathy, diabetic retinopathy, diabetic

cardiomyopathy, diabetic microangiopathy, diabetic macroangiopathy, cataracts or foot

ulcers.

Cancel claims 1-21, without waiver or prejudice. Applicants reserve the right to file

continuation applications directed to the subject matter of any claim canceled herein

and to any other unclaimed and patentable subject matter of the instant invention.

-Remarks-

Entry of the above amendments and reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C.

§1 03(a) rejection of the subject matter of claims 22 - 31 is respectfully requested.

Amendments .

The claims have been amended above to cancel original claims 1 - 21 and to add new
claims 22-31. This amendment has been made to more particularly point out the

subject matter of the invention. Specifically, the claims are now limited to methods of

treating diabetic complications by administering a combination of a GABA agonist and
an aldose reductase inhibitor.

The 35 U.S.C. §103(a) Rejection .

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 - 21 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being
unpatentable over Kaufman, U.S. 6,350,769 B1 ("the 769 patent") in view of Mylari,

U.S. 4,996,204 ("the '204 patent").

Specifically, the Examiner has alleged that the 769 patent teaches certain GABA
agonists which are used to treat autoimmune diseases. The Examiner has stated that


